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I. Introduction to the committee
The National Football League (NFL) is one of the most influential professional sports
organizations in the world, governing American football through a strict set of rules and
policies. It operates under a commissioner-led governance structure, with Roger Goodell
currently holding the position. The league enforces disciplinary measures through its
Personal Conduct Policy, which seeks to regulate player behavior both on and off the field.
However, its handling of player misconduct cases, particularly those involving violence, has
been a subject of public scrutiny. The NFL's response to misconduct directly impacts its
reputation, sports culture, and public perception, making it a crucial issue for this committee
to address.

II. Background of the topic
The issue of player violence in the NFL has been a persistent problem, with numerous cases
of domestic violence, assault, and criminal behavior raising concerns about the league's
disciplinary practices. High-profile cases, such as those involving Ray Rice, Adrian Peterson,
and Kareem Hunt, have led to widespread criticism of the NFL's inconsistent punishments.
Despite efforts to implement stricter policies, the league continues to face backlash for
perceived leniency and delayed responses. This issue is relevant to the committee because it
highlights the balance between justice, business interests, and player rights in a high-profile
organization.

III. Historical Context

Historically, the NFL has struggled with player misconduct, particularly in cases of
domestic violence and criminal behavior. Prior to 2014, disciplinary actions were
inconsistent, often resulting in minimal suspensions. The Ray Rice incident marked a
turning point, prompting the league to revise its Personal Conduct Policy,
implementing automatic six-game suspensions for first-time domestic violence
offenses. However, criticism persists regarding the enforcement and fairness of these
policies.



IV. Political Background

The NFL faces significant political and corporate pressures when addressing player
violence. Team owners, sponsors, and advocacy groups influence the league’s
decision-making process, often leading to conflicting interests. Sponsors may threaten
to pull funding if issues are not addressed effectively, while advocacy groups push for
stronger policies. Additionally, media scrutiny and fan reactions further shape the
NFL’s approach to handling misconduct.

V. Statistics and Data

Recent studies indicate that a notable percentage of NFL players have faced legal
issues, with domestic violence cases making up a significant portion. Reports suggest
that while the league has increased penalties for misconduct, public trust remains low
due to inconsistencies in enforcement. Comparisons with other professional sports
leagues reveal that the NFL often imposes harsher punishments for drug violations than
for violent offenses, raising ethical concerns.

VI. Relevant Actors

Key individuals involved in addressing player violence include NFL executives like Roger
Goodell, Lisa Friel, and Troy Vincent. The NFL Players Association (NFLPA) represents
players’ interests, often contesting league-imposed penalties. Advocacy groups such as
A Call to Men and the Women’s Sports Foundation play a crucial role in holding the
league accountable. Legal experts and victims’ rights advocates also contribute to
policy discussions.



VIII. Treatments and Agreements

The NFL’s Personal Conduct Policy serves as the primary guideline for addressing
player misconduct. However, it sometimes conflicts with labor agreements between
the league and the NFLPA, leading to legal disputes. U.S. law also plays a role, as
criminal cases may supersede league-imposed penalties. The league’s approach is
often compared to governance structures in other professional sports organizations.

IX. Obstacles

Challenges in addressing player violence include legal constraints, as the NFL cannot
always act until criminal investigations conclude. Media scrutiny adds pressure, often
swaying public opinion before decisions are finalized. Financial interests, including
sponsorship deals and team revenue, further complicate disciplinary actions.
Additionally, players’ rights and the NFLPA’s influence can delay or alter disciplinary
measures.

X. Prior Solutions and Proposals

The NFL has implemented several reforms to address player violence, such as increased
penalties, mandatory counseling, and awareness campaigns. The 2014 policy revision
introduced standardized punishments, yet inconsistencies remain. The league has also
partnered with organizations advocating against domestic violence, but critics argue
that these efforts lack tangible enforcement mechanisms.

XI. Recommendations

To improve its approach to player violence, the NFL should enhance its investigative
procedures by collaborating with legal experts and independent review boards.
Increased transparency in disciplinary actions, along with more consistent enforcement,
would help rebuild public trust. Delegates should utilize reports, statistical data, and
testimonies from affected individuals to formulate well-supported arguments during
debates.



XII. Essential Questions

1. How effective has the NFL’s Personal Conduct Policy been in addressing player
violence?
2. What role should sponsors and advocacy groups play in influencing league policies?
3. How can the NFL balance justice, business interests, and player rights in misconduct
cases?
4. Should external legal bodies be involved in NFL disciplinary decisions?
5. How does the NFL’s approach compare to other professional sports leagues?
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XIV. Delegates Involved
-Cleveland Browns
-Arizona Cardinals
-Detroit Lions
-Green Bay Packers
-Kansas City Chief
-Dallas Cowboys
-Tampa Bay Bunaneers
-Chicago Bears
-New Orleans Saints
-New England Patriots
-San Francisco 49ers
-Philadelphia Eagles
-Houston Texas




